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Sign of the times 


as gov. rides off 


EP R S 


Gov. Chris Christie shakes hands with Morris County Communications Director Larry Ragonese during a ceremony Monday in Morris 
County’s Central Park to break ground on a road that will bear Christie’s name. “You’re getting old when they start naming things after 


a 


you,” Christie joked. Photos by Ed Murray, NJ Advance Media for The Star-Ledger 
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Love him or hate him, if you’re one of the thousands of people a year who use the public park located min- 


utes from his home, you'll likely get to it this time next year by way of Governor Chris Christie Drive. The 


governor joined local officials in Morris Plains on Monday to break ground on what will be a $1.5 million, 


third-of-a-mile stretch of road meant to be a main access point to Central Park of Morris County. 


Christie is on pace to leave office as the state’s most 
unpopular governor in modern times. But in Morris County, 
where he cut his teeth as an elected official, he got a hero’s 
welcome. 

It’s “just to thank him for all the efforts that he’s done 
here,” said Douglas Cabana, Morris County freeholder direc- 
tor. 

He referred to Christie as “Mendham Township’s favor- 
ite son,” a reference to the nearby municipality that’s been 
home to the Christies for more than two decades. 

Dozens of local and state officials crowded a spot in the 
park that will soon be torn up and turned to blacktop. There 
was a color guard, a man playing the bagpipes and even two 
police horses, Roadblock and Zippo, patrolling the event. 

It’s an indication “you're getting old when they start nam- 
ing things after you,” Christie joked. 

The governor described it as an “honor” and said it’s 
“another milestone as we go toward leaving office in 57 days. 

“Not that I’m counting,” he quipped. Christie leaves office 
on Jan. 16. 

The event wasn’t all jokes. 

Before he wrapped up, the governor said it was “a shared 
honor with Mary Pat” Christie. He spoke for a few minutes 
about how the things he’s accomplished in public life “would 
not have been possible” without his wife. 

“T want to thank her for being here today,” he said. 


Christie signs pictures after the ceremony. He is the first gov- 
ernor to hail from the county since the 1800s and he’s one of 
only four Morris County residents to serve as governor. 


Christie, 55, served as a county freeholder in the mid- 
1990s. It was the first time he won elected office. 

The Central Park of Morris County is less than 10 years 
old. It’s the site of the former sprawling campus of the Grey- 
stone Park Psychiatric Hospital, part of which was built in 
the late 1800s. 
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Murphy: 
Minimum 
wage hike 
a priority 


Gov.-elect vows to phase in 
$15 per hour, raise taxes on 
wealthy to fund his plans 
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In their first public appearance together, 
Gov.-elect Phil Murphy and his fellow Dem- 
ocrats set to lead the New Jersey Legisla- 
ture promised Monday to hike the state’s 
minimum wage to $15 over the next few 
years. 

Murphy told reporters he is also still 
committed to hiking taxes on wealthy resi- 
dents to pay for his initiatives, even though 
state Senate President Stephen Sweeney 
recently said the federal tax overhaul under 
consideration by Congress might compli- 
cate the issue. 

Appearing at his first Statehouse news 
conference since his Nov. 7 election, Mur- 
phy said he will make good on his cam- 
paign vow to gradually increase the state’s 
minimum wage from under $9 to $15. 

“We have to do it responsibly, but we 
must get there,” said Murphy, who will 
replace Republican Gov. Chris Christie on 
Jan. 16. 

“This is as high on the priority list as 
anything we've got,” Murphy added. 

The Democratic-controlled Legislature 
passed a bill last year to phase in a hike to 
$15 over five years, but Christie vetoed it. 

Now, Democrats will lead both branches 
of government come January. 

But Murphy provided few other details 
Monday as he stood alongside Sweeney, 
D-Gloucester; incoming state Assembly 
Speaker Craig Coughlin, D-Middlesex; and 
U.S. Rep. Donald Norcross, D-1st Dist. 

Democrats have not yet drafted a bill and 
have not settled on how long the phase-in 
period would be. Murphy said he is looking 
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‘He was a sexual predator’ 


CBS suspends morning show host Charlie 
Rose, PBS halts his interview show after 
eight women accuse the veteran newsman 
of inappropriate behavior. Page 7 
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Essex County College is placed on probation 


Accrediting agency gives stern warning 
to school that serves 10,000 students 
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Essex County College’s accrediting agency issued its most 
severe rebuke yet to the institution on Monday, citing the 
college’s ongoing troubles with finance and governance and 
placing it on probation. 

The escalated action moves the college a step closer 
toward having its accreditation revoked, which would mean 
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students are no longer eligible for federal financial aid and in 
most cases would be unable to afford attending the school. 

Losing accreditation is very rare, but for Essex County Col- 
lege, which serves more than 10,000 students and employs 
500 people, it could have far-reaching consequences in the 
community. 

“We remain resolved and resolute to address each and 
every compliance matter outlined by the Middle States Com- 
mission on Higher Education,” college President Anthony 
Munroe told NJ Advance Media. 

Munroe was adamant that teaching and learning were 
not at issue and that the quality of the academics remained 
unchanged. 
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“The academic integrity of the school has not been called 
into question through this,” he said. Students “are getting a 
good, quality education.” 

Last November, Middle States, the agency that accredits 
area colleges, placed the college on warning, giving it two 
years — to November 2018 — to correct problems. The proba- 
tion status does not change the timeline; the college still has 
another year to cure its woes and remains accredited. 

In a letter sent to the college Monday, the Middle States 
Commission said the institution remained out of compli- 
ance with two standards: Institutional resources and leader- 


ship and governance. 
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